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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pablo_Neruda



https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2021/01/28/alexei-navalnys-return-russia-his-arrest-have-upended-russian-politics/
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https://youtu.be/7pneqakjHyY

Who is Alexi Navalny, and why is he such a threat?

Navalny, a 41-year-old lawyer, spent 60 days in detention centers last year and found
himself barred from registering as a candidate in the March elections. Instead, he has
built an organization that emerged as the most serious domestic political challenge to
the regime of President Vladimir Putin. This latest move by the Kremlin seems aimed

at shutting down Navalny until after the elections.

[In Moscow, candidates opposed to Putin are running — and winning. Here’s why

that matters.]

My research on Navalny’s organization looks at why the alternative communication
space Navalny and his followers built using social media platforms now dominates
online political discussion in Russia. This space influences traditional media and the

political agenda of the country, giving Navalny a far-ranging voice.


https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2018/02/23/whats-behind-alexei-navalnys-digital-challenge-to-vladimir-putins-regime-5-things-to-know/
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Political science is the study of politics
through the procedures of science.

Robert Keohane



| define politics as involving attempts to organize
human groups to determine internal rules and,
externally, to compete and cooperate with other
organized groups; and reactions to such attempts. [...]

It includes acts of leadership and resistance to
leadership, behavior resulting from deference and
from defiance.



| define science as a publicly known set of
procedures designed to make and evaluate
descriptive and causal inferences on the basis of the
self-conscious application of methods that are
themselves subject to public evaluation.

All science is carried out with the understanding that
any conclusions are uncertain and subject to revision

or refutation.



The first principle is that you must not

fool yourself—and you are the easiest
person to fool.

Richard Feynman





https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Incredulity_of_Saint_Thomas_(Caravaggio)

The sociologist [...] is someone concerned with
understanding society in a disciplined way. The na
ture of this discipline is scientific.

This means that what the sociologist finds and says
about the social phenomena he studies occurs within
a certain rather strictly defined frame of reference.

One of the main characteristics of this scientific frame
of reference is that operations are bound by certain
rules of evidence.



As a scientist, the sociologist tries to be objective, to
control his personal preferences and prejudices, to
perceive clearly rather than to judge normatively.

This restraint, of course, does not embrace the
totality of the sociologist’s existence as a human
being, but is limited to his operations qua sociologist.

Nor does the sociologist claim that his
frame of reference is the only one within which
society can be looked at.



~0or sociologists, politics happen in any setting where
neople come to grasp the connections between
piography and history or personal troubles and public
issues, connections that C. Wright Mills understood
as central to the “sociological imagination” (1959: 6).

Politics, in this broad sociological sense, may
ultimately play out in institutions that are officially

designated as “political” [...].



This course is made of

e Lectures — an introduction to political sociology that
continues your Introduction to Political Science course

Grades: final exam

e Tutorials — reading seminars organised around key texts,
and workshops to help you work build presentations

Grades: midterm exam , presentation

e Readings — compulsory readings (reader) and
presentation-specific readings (yours to choose)



Take a look at the
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Power and Politics

Political Soclalization and the Making of Citizens

oogle Drive

Oxford Handbooks Online

Political Socialization and the Making of Citizens &
Anja Neundorf and Kaat Smets

Subject: Palitical Science, Political Behavior  Online Publication Date: Feb 2017
DOl 10,1093/oxfordhby/9780199935307.013.98
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Jebogy [hess (19)) by Ab :
and Turner, it has became 4 cammanplice to
accept the view that there is not, and never has
been, such a thing as ‘the dominant ideology’
Their wdldocumented study was taken
proof that ilealagical unity did not existinthe
Past, nor was it essential to the smoath opera
tion of contemparary societies. Whik ane can
casily accepts many of the criticisms levelled
against traditional Marxist and functionalist
accounts of the dominant ieology thesis
it would be %0 hasty to campletely discard
the notian of dominant Meology from the
socklogical vocabulary. In this chapter | argue
that the concept remains socdalogially indis

able when attempting to deal with the
dammantideological narrative of modernity -
natiomalism. The chapter is arganined around
theargument that rationalism, in ol its diverse
forms, remains an essential source and the
principal ghie of state Jegitimacy. However, to
fully comprehend its dealogical power one
needs 1o dissect 3 given socty's Mealogical
make up at the two main leves ~ normative
and operative. The potency of nationdism
comes from its ability %o adapt and mets
marphase % as to dovetail with distinct and
often cantradictary afficial doctrines. In ather
words, while normative Mealogies may be
transient and ephemeral, and may change or
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Abstract and Keywords

Political socialization describes the process by which citizens crystalize political
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Kay Lawson
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https://frama.link/polsoc-2021

There is only one compulsory reading
per tutorial, but the lectures syllabus
contains many suggested readings.

Have a look this week, and schedule
time to find additional references for
your presentations.




During the break, please form student
groups in the relevant spreadsheet
document on Google Drive.

Also take time to read through the
tutorials syllabus, which contains
instructions on presentations.
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Class rules

e Do the readings before class

All readings are part of your midterm and final exams, so
take notes for future revision

e Work in groups on your presentations

Our classes will include workshops on research questions,
literature reviews, theoretical frameworks, etc.

e Catch up any missed tutorial or work session

Handle absences with admin, and admin only





https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=flB5mSCXTP4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=flB5mSCXTP4
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http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/politics/margaret-thatcher/margaret-thatcher-biography/11900975/margaret-thatcher-biography-world-changing-week.html
https://www.hrw.org/report/1995/10/15/fall-srebrenica-and-failure-un-peacekeeping/bosnia-and-herzegovina
http://www.sbs.com.au/theother911/
https://iso.org.nz/2013/04/09/the-arab-revolutions-two-years-on/

Let's give our NHS
the £350 million the

EU takes every week
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http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2016/06/24/nigel-farage-350-million-pledge-to-fund-the-nhs-was-a-mistake/
http://www.sbs.com.au/theother911/
https://www.dailykos.com/story/2015/6/22/1392812/-No-joke-Iceland-s-Pirate-Party-surges-into-first-place-in-the-polls

This course discusses events like

e The U.S. Civil Rights Movement in the 1960s

e The election of Margaret Thatcher in Britain, 1979
e The rise of Solidarnosc in Poland, 1980-1989

e The Yugoslav Wars, 1991-2001

e The November 2005 riots in France

e The ‘Arab Spring’ of 2010-2012

e The coup d’Etat in Thailand, 2014

e The election of Syriza in Greece, 2015



To do so, this course uses concepts like

—

Power

STEVEN LUKES
POWER
2 ° States ‘ A RADICAL VIEW iﬂuﬂlu OF
3. Socialization i Imlm:lw[
4. Social Capital ACTION
PUBLIC GOODS AND
5. Protest THE THEORY OF GROUPS
How wmowrn SOGIAL
6. Cleavages [ A MOVEMENTS WANGUR DisoN
Organize AN INTRODUCTION
/. Parties

etc.




Your presentation will be about

Protest Social movements and collective action
Cleavages Electoral and ideological divisions

Parties Partisan organization and competition

The exact topic is yours to choose, but your
analytical perspective will
have to be grounded in political sociology, which is a
combination of political science + sociology



For ideas, check those academic blogs

e The Monkey Cage hosted at The Washington Post
e LSE EUROPP. European Politics and Policy
® Noria. Network of researchers in international affairs

e OxPol. The Oxford University Politics Blog

For the Monkey Cage and OxPol blogs, here’s an almost
up-to-date index of all blog posts (Google Sheets)

N.B. Not all blog posts provide good examples of academic
research applied to recent events — stay critical


https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2017/02/22/the-pussyhats-and-other-things-make-protests-fun-which-keeps-people-coming-back/?utm_term=.55a3d06c77cb
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/europpblog/
https://www.noria-research.com/
https://blog.politics.ox.ac.uk/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1HfLhyfX7Ab3sQ3k9YwJr2hOHJnCRLekAhveaZuBBvvU/edit?usp=sharing



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kj9SeMZE_Yw

Reading 1

1
Power and Politics

Travel through almost any part of the world and many of
the must-see sites are the physical traces of political orders
long gone: castles along the Rhine, the Great Wall of China,
the expansive temple complexes of Central America, North
Africa, and Southeast Asia, or even a cluster of stone-walled
granaries on a windswept plateau in the American Southwest,
Each of these places embodies some method for enhancing
the ability of human beings to control their environment,
to produce collective goods, and, almost always, for some
to dominate others. European castles were simultaneously
centers of economic activity, “seats™ of power that linked
family dynasties to recognized and legitimate rule, and mili-
tary resources that anchored a zone of security and exploi-
tation across a surrounding region. The formal political
authority of the ruler who occupied such a castle was rooted
in a wider web of social and economic activities as well as
shared sets of cultural and religious meanings. Although in
very different ways, the same was true of the emperors who
built the Great Wall, the priests who controlled those temples,
or the locally recognized leaders of any small human group
only a few centuries removed from subsistence through
hunting and gathering.

Almost any given place has been shaped by the layering of
different ways of organizing power. If you were to begin from
those rough stone granaries in the southeast corner of Utah,



What political sociology focuses on

Definitions

e Social circumstances of politics (p. 15 — ‘social orders’)

e Politics outside of formal institutions (p. 23, e.g. schools)
Concepts

e Deference despite defiance (\Weber’'s Macht, p. /)

e Social cages, social closure (Weber, Mann, Tilly, pp. 10-5)
e Political quiescence (Gaventa, p. 16)

e Exit, Voice and Loyalty (Hirschman, pp. 1/-9)



What political sociology focuses on

Links to political science and public policy
e [aces of power

e Agenda control

Essential concepts reconsidered

e States as forms of social closure , and citizenship
as a reflection of political order

e Civil society and its relationship to private property

e Democracy and how civil culture influences the
(in)stability of political regimes



What political sociology focuses on

More essential determinants

Individual and collective preferences

Bounded social orders, e.g. ‘systems of trade, rules about
property ownership, spiritual practices, and family systems

— ‘economic conflicts, religious beliefs, family
practices, ... social identities’

)

Processes of social closure, e.g. kinship, ethnicity, religion,
class, which are fluid, subjective identities formed
through network ties, e.g. marriages, neighbourhoods,
debt-credit ties, political sponsorship






Read Malesevi¢ 2006



#t Tracklist for Tutorial 1

e Angelic Upstarts, “Police Oppression” (1979)

Same number a million times before,
Shut your mouth son or I'll knock you on the floor

e Casey, “Qui sont-ils ?” (2006)

Et c’est par les urnes que tu informes
Que ca manque de burnes dans les uniformes

e La Rumeur, “La meilleure des polices” (2007)

La meilleure des polices
C’est quand les pauvres savent rester a leur place


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UHVPs3hTR58
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uVjHR2qQZoo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l3CuRw4ADb4

